Function and structure of the carotid body.
The carotid body is involved in both respiratory and cardiovascular control through complex neural pathways. Its most essential function is the reflex adjustment of respiration according to the arterial blood gas values. The location of the chemosensor within the organ is still unknown and is the subject of intensive research, there being presently several theories that seek to describe the interplay between glomus (chief) cells, nerve terminals and other elements within the organ.